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CIA Plotted to Blast Cuba Refinery i 


By Jack Anderson 

The full, fantastic story of 
the Bay of Pigs has been 
buried for 10 years deep in the 
Central Intelligence Agency's 
fortressllke headquarters near 
Langley, Va. 

All the world knows that 
CIA-trained Cuban exiles 
stormed ashore on a Cuban 
beachhead and were cut to 
pieces by Dictator Fidel Cas- 
tro's militiamen 10 years ago 
today. But the CIA has con- 
cealed from the world how it 
continued to send assassina- 
tion teams and commando 
squads against Castro. 

Bit by bit, stories of these 
post-invasion sorties are leak- 
ing out We have already re- 
vealed, for example, how the 
CIA used a swashbuckling un- 
derworld figure, John RoselU, 
to make six unsuccessful 
assassination attempts ^ upon 
Castro. 

The CIA assigned two 
trusted agents, BlUy Harvey 
and **Big Jim" O'Connel, to 
direct the murder missions. 
On the first two tries, Rosel- 
li's assassins sought to slip 
poison pellets into Castro's 
food. The next four attonpts 
were made by sniper teams 
equipped with highpowered 
Belgian rifles, exlosives and 
two-way radios. 

There were midnight power- 
boat dashes to secret landing 
spots on the Cuban coast and 
machine-gun exchanges in the 
dark of night with Cuban 
patrol boats. The last assas- 


sination team actually reached 
a Havana rooftop within rifle 
range of Castro, But like the 
others, this squad also was 
caught and tortured. 

Refinery Raid 

Now we have learned of a 
CIA plot to blow up Cuba’s 
most productive oil refinery. 
Painstaking preparations were 
made, and a commando team 
was given Intensive training. 

Using U-2 photos so detailed 
that they showed every bush, 
Maj. Edward Roderick, an 
Army engineer on loan to the 
CIA, constructed a mockup of 
the plant He even figured out 
how mortars could be pre- 
aimed, then placed by com- 
mandos in a precise spot and 
fired on the run. 

But he junked the idea be- 
cause a human error of an 
inch or two could send a 


mortar shell into an inhabited 
area. Then the whole plan was 
junked after President Ken- 
nedy’s assassination. 

We have also learned that 
the CIA scattered $20 bills 
around like green confetti to 
finance the clandestine anti- 
Castro operations. Bales of 
money were delivered to 
Cuban exile leaders, who 
gave no accounting of how 
they spent it 

Some were stashed by men 
since killed. Other thousands 
were burled in former pirate 
lairs in the Florida Keys. Still 
more thousands were strewn 
on the beaches of Cuba where 
would-be raiders left 
bones. 


Yet some of the raiders sur-, 


vived. One of them, a young 
ex-Army captain named Biad- 
ley Ayers, has emerged from 
under cover. He has given us 
access to his notes, documents 
and draft chapters of a book 
he is writing about his raids 
for the CIA. 

“The Cuban experience," he 
told us, “has been a plague on 
the national conscience as it 
has been on mine, I think it’s 
high time that at least part 
of the story be told.'* 

OA Assignment 
A former paratrooper, pilot 
and demolitions expert, Cap- 
tain Ayers was training rang- 
ers at Eglin Air Force Base, 
Fla., when he received orders 
to report to the Army’s Spe- 
cial Activities Group in Wash- 
ington. 

He was put through physi- 
cal, psychiatric and lie detec- 
tor examinations for a week, 
then he was hustled over to 
the CIA’s Cuban section. 

He was questioned for three 
days by CIA officials who, 
finally satisfied, provided him 
with a cover story, phony 
documents and a ticket to 
Miami. He adopted the name 
Daniel B. Williams and was 
assigned to a CIA front called 
Paragon Air Service. 

The CIA lodged Ayers and 
Roderick in a luxurious beach 
house in Key Biscayne. The 
two undercover Army men 
worked out of a CIA front — 
a columned building with the 
their I cover name of Zenith Techni- 
'cal Enterprises — on the south 


campus of Miami University. 


Through its doors passed 
'some of the nation’s mdst 
secret operatives: the dapper 
John RoselU, rugged BUI Har- 
vey, “Rip” Robertson and a 
huge New Mexican re- 
membered only as “The Big 
Indian." 

Ayers got the assignment of 
training a tough Cuban cadre 
in the swamps of the Ever- 
glades and the beaches of the 
Keys. He was supposed to 
teach them enough surf land- 
ing skiU, underwater swim- 
ming, demoUtion, boat han- 
dling and simple sxuwival for 
them to lead commandos into 
Cuba to blow up the multi- 
milUon-doUar refinery. 

The story of their night land- 
ings in Cuba and the great oU 
refinery fizzle wUI be told in 
a future colunm. 

Capitol Conversation 

From the Horse’s Mouth ^ 
We have already reported that 
Attorney General John ^Mlt- 
cheU wiU resign from the Cab- 
inet to run President Nixon’s 
1972 campaign, operating at 
first out of his former law of- 
fice. Now insiders teU us the 
President is considering Wil- 
Uam Ruckelshaus, now the en- 
vironment czar, as MitcheU’s 
replacement . . . During his 
appearance on the David Frost 
Show, MitcheU denied our 
port that Los .Angeles Sheriff 
Peter Pitchess had been sound- 
ed out about taking J. Edgar 
Hoover’s job. We got the story 
^m a White House aide. 
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